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Scripture text: Genesis Ch 10



Genesis 10:1These are the generations of the 
sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons 
were born to them after the flood. 





Genesis 10:8-12  Cush fathered Nimrod; he was 
the first on earth to be a mighty man. He was a 
mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore it is 
said, "Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the 
LORD." The beginning of his kingdom was 
Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. From that land he went into Assyria and 
built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and Resen 
between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great 
city.











BABEL Translation of a Hebrew word in Genesis 
10:10 and 11:9. Elsewhere it is translated 
ά.ŀōȅƭƻƴƛŀέ ƻǊ ά.ŀōȅƭƻƴέ όǎŜŜ н YƎǎ мтΥнпύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ άBabelέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜǎ 
is intended to relate the name to the early 
cultural setting reflected by Genesis 11:1ς9, 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ άǘƻǿŜǊΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ά.ŀōŜƭέ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ 
the Tower of Babel incident with the popular 
understanding that Babel is derived from a root 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άto confuseέ όǾ фύΦ  Tyndale Bible 
dictionary. 



Archaeological excavations have provided 
information about the building of towers for 
temples called ziggurats. The excavation of a 
number of such towers has made it clear they 
were structures consisting of several platforms, 
each of lesser dimensions than the one 
immediately below it. The top platform served 
as the location for a small temple dedicated to 
the particular deityof the builder or of the city 
in which it was built.



ZIGGURAT* ¢ŜǊƳ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǘƻǿŜǊέΤ ŀ 
ziggurat was similar in profile to the step pyramid 
of Egypt and was used for worship. They were 
frequent in the major cities of Mesopotamia. The 
Tower of Babel is believed to have been of this 
construction. It was widely believed that deities 
dwelt above, in high places. Therefore, worship 
was more appropriate on hills or mountains. There 
are no hills in Mesopotamia, nor is there building 
stone. Consequently, the inhabitants built with 
mud brick. The ziggurats of mud brick were 
constructed as substitutes for hills, where the 
worshiper or priest could get closer to the gods. 



The first ziggurat at Babylon was built by Shar-
kali-sharri, king of Akkad in the latter part of the 
23d century bc. Archaeologists understand that 
this ziggurat was destroyed and rebuilt several 
times across the centuries. It apparently lay in 
ruins from sometime around 2000 bcto around 
1830 bc, at which time a forebear of 
Hammurabi (1728ς1636 bc) founded or rebuilt 
the city named Bab-ilu, or Babel.




